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NEWS OF ‘THE DAY, 


oe 
THE REBELLAON. 

A romor bas prevailed in Washington for a day 
@r two that Gen: Banks has advanced agelost 
Port. Hadson, and suffered a repulse there. The 
WarsDeopartment, however, denies having received 
any sach information, and the tone of the latest 
edvives from New-Orleans, to the 12th inst., 
proves conclusively. that the story is simply a 
rebel e-nard. 

The Washington Republican states that a com- 
gnand has at lact been definitely arranged for Gen. 
Boewea, and adds, that there is no more import- 
ent field of operations on the Continent than the 
ene. which will be embraced within the new De- 
partment sbout to be given him. 

Scovtereport that Col, Fizz Hoon Les le at 
Culpepper Court-house with 2,000 cavalry. His 
pickets are thrown out nine miles to Hazle River, 
on the Road to Warrenton and to Rappahannock 








Peed the Orange ‘and’ Alexandria Railroad, 


force of any kind is now north of those 
twe points, except Wuirs's farmer: guerrillas, in 
the Slienandosh Valley and near Leesburgh. 

A dispatch, dated Feb. 17, states: that the suc- 
eces of Gen. Grint’s new cut-off fn the rear of 
Vicktsbarch is now the talk’ in military circles. 
Within a fortnight gunboats. and transports will 
pass through the, new, channel, completely cir- 
cumventing Vicksburgh. Contrahands are seized 
wherever found, and pressed into service to cut 
trees, dig up stumps and clear out obstructions, 
About 3,400 are alreaitly at work. Gen. Gnawt’s 
plan evidently is to surround the enemy by gun- 
boats to prevent retreat, and then to take the 
place hy regular siege operations, and not bya 
bold dash upon their. betteries. 

A distinguished General, who bas long held e 
command in the Army, of the Potomac, ‘and who 
has just returned to ft after a brief absence, 
writes : “ The spirit of the army is better than I 
had supposed. Ithink there ie preat confidence 
felt in Hooker. I wish people felt as well 
as the army. Money farioughs have done 
great good. We are looking with bope for good 
news from Smira’s Expedition, (Ninth Army 
Corps." 

The fact thet a large number of ambulances 
were shipped from Cincinnati on Feb. 16, with 
orders that. they show!d be at Nashville on the 
20th, is taken as indicative of an carly engage- 
tment. 


CONGRESS. 

In the Senate yesterday, the bill to amend the 
act to establish and equalize the grade of line offi- 
cers in the navy was passed. The bill to divide 
the State of Michigan inte two Judiciv Districts 
wae passed, The credentials of Hon. 8. M. Mon-, 
BILL, reslected (rom pees eng non A.reso- 
lution, Offered ty Mr. Powstt, of Kentucky, 
directing an inquiry into the imprisonment of D. 
A. Manusey aod others, was iaid over. Mr. 
Poweti siso gave notice that hesbould call for 
en investigation regarding the disperaion of a Con- 
veution recently st Frankfort, Kentucky. A bill 
fo promote the health, comfort and efficiency of 
the army was referred to the Military Committee. 
The .bill, to. grant lands to. Kansas for the con- 
struction of railroads and telegraphs was passed. 


‘.» The bill relating to the discharge of State prison- 


ol 


“oath e 
aid b 2 


olkehi 


~or ; ee 


nanety 
Hiay © 


“le 
Bet gah 


ere was then taken up, end debated at great 
, »Tength—Mr, Pows.t, of Kentucky, and Mr. Wit- 
son, of Massachusetts, making the principal 
. Speeches. The matter was not disposed of when 
the Bemate went into Executive sessien,jand sub- 
sequentiy adjourned. 

‘Tw the House, a Committee of Conference was 
asked Of the Senate on the disagreements on the 
bili to provide ways and means to support the 


' Goverhinent, The Post-office’ Reform bill was 


paesed—72 to 56. An amendment was made pro- 


_Widing that all soldiers in camp and hospital shall 


ceceive aud transport letters free of postage. A 
number ‘Of amendments to the Tax bill were 
reported from the Committee of Ways.and Means. 
Their Cousideration was postponed until Tuesday. 
The Seuate’s amendments to. the Post-route bill 
oOncutred in, The Senate ‘bill to prevent 
ae Correspondence with the rebels was.pessed, It 
SOR ATAAGDT Sie iiager Wiemonry Ouacrichen, 
considered on Munday. The Senate 
"PALL atithorive the President ‘to issue letters-of- 
wasthen considered, and it was referred 
, Committee, with the privilege of re- 
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Movements of the Peace Democrats, 
It le very difficult to argue with men who 
deny the truth of axioms: A man who de- 
nies the existence of the force of gravity, 
whe declares that the sun does not emit 
light but. darkness, or that two and two make 
five, is always a hard man to reason against. 
But there are some men of this sort who dis- 
cuss the war and the means of putting a stop 
to the rebellion, and who, strange to say, are 
accepted as.oracies by not.a few. We point 
to Mr. Vatraxpionam. as a distinguished 
specimen of this style of reasoner. 

We shail say nothing. that will be new to 

our readers, when we say that the struggle 
with rebellion in which we are engaged isa 
serious one, calling for all the resoufcés of a 
united people, and that it is a struggle with 
desperate men, who have hazarded everything 
for success. Such being the state of things, it 
would seem to be inevitable that anything 
which would weaken the resources of the 
Union, would be advantageous to those South- 
ern leaders ; that any obe who refuses to help” 
ia cprrying on-the war, cannot but help them; 
that any one who distracts our councils, who 
is ever raising side-issues among our owa 
people; who is in favor of “peace on aay 
terms,” must be in sympathy with the rebela, 
and his exertions must be looked on by them 
with gratification. This is so inevitable a 
conclusion, that if one were to undertake to 
prove the contrary, he would rightly be called 
oa for the strongest evidence to sustain such 
@n extraordinary position. 
But the proef is all the other way. The 
rebel leaders de take the greatest interest in 
the movements of these sympathizers with 
rebellion, and draw great encouragement from 
their activity. The rebel papers are loud ia 
praise of them, as the only honest and sen- 
sible men among us. The @lection of 
such men to office, gives the rebels hope 
that “Liasoocw will ‘find difficulty in 
sunning the machine.” The signs of disturb- 
ance at the North ‘‘ are agreeable, of course, 
to the people of the South.” They look to sce 
the Administration “finding an enemy at 
home.which will give it enough to do.” 
Their orators call for action on their part 
which “ will give heart to that great peace 
party which is now springing up at the North.” 
They deciare that ite entire suecess “ will at 
ence terminate the effort to subjugate -the 
South,” and they draw from the partial suc- 
cess which it has met, great encouragement to 
their people, pipched with privation aad want, 
still te persevere; while Jerr. Davis himself, 
looking to the @issensions which he expected 
to spring up between the East and the West, 
declares.that he “sbould.not be surprised if 
the first daybreak of peace were to dawn upon 
us from that qua 

All these things are so perfectly well known 
to our readers; that it is the merest work of 
-supererogation to quote stich utterances from 
rebeldom. These facts are just as incontrovert- 
ible as the fact of the existence of the rebel- 
lien. And what could be said of a man who 
should deny them and gravely base an argu- 
monk fos hen conten af SOR. appa ne exactly’ 
opposite state of facts? 

But Vataxpionam, in hia Newark speech, 
ldst week, had the impudence, not only to ar- 
gue for a discontinuance of the war, but to 
base his argument upon. the. statement that 
“if there is anything that has brought fear 
and trembling to the leadere ofthe South, it 
is the peace movement of the North and West." 
_ It le easy enough to dispose of this Copper- 
pad onater 3, Feng. Saeaede maton 
which every where prevails between mendacity 
and treason, and seying that the man 
better, and is trying to deceive the 
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in its continuance nothing but financial rs 
Both these classes cavnot be wholly right’; 
for if we take the view of one, the dollarnow 
in useis worth nearly as much as. it was at 
the breaking out of the"war, while if we as- 
snme the theory of the other, its real is less” 
tnan half its nominal value. Which is nearest 
the. truth? How far does the price of gold 
represent a real depreciation ia-our currency ? 
A rise. in the price of gold has taken place 
in every State when its temporary necessities 
have compelled it:to depend for a time on an 
unredeemed paper currency. Let us look, 
for example, at the changes which took place 
in England during the great wars with France 
in the beginning of this century—wars which, 
in their magnitude and the financial phenom- 
ena with which they were accompanied, bear 
an important resemblance to our own strug- 
} gle. Although the exportation of gold was at 
first forbidden, and no public sales took place, 
ite price began to rise at once on the suspen- 
sion of specie ‘payment by the Bank: © It 
continued constantly ap, varying slight. 
ly. with the. alterations of the war, 
bat reached its ‘highest point in 1514, 
when it stood ata premium of twenty-five 
per cent. This has been adopted as the 
measure of the depreciation of ‘the English 
curreacy. Compared with the price of gold 


‘veals, however, how much of this price is 
speculative, for at the very time that gold was 
selling in England at these moderate rates, as 


| we would ‘call them, ‘that nation was under 


the moet powerful influcnces, 
The war had increased the public debt more 
thaa three thousand millions of dollars. The 
currency was inflaied, Nothing was ia use 
bat paper, which was wholly irredeemabie. 

The effects of these influences appeared in 
the price of public stocks. The three per 
cents sold ‘af 46; aud ‘for five years did not 
average above65. Evea the favorite five per 
cents, which had long stood at a prémiam, 

could not be sold in the last years of ‘the war 
without a discount of fifteen per ceat. 

Bat there is another clase of evidences, 
which show still more unequivocally that, 
whatever may be the present selling price of 
gold, eur currency has not reached the poiat 
of depreciation indicated by even the cost of 
gold in England at this time. The beset meas- 
ure of the depreciation of a currency is gea- 
eral prices. The rise of general prices—ex- 

clusive, of course, of cotton goods, the advance 
of which te produced almost wholly by scarci- 
ty—great as it ie with us, cannet be 

with that which took place in Great Britain at 
the epoch to which we refer. There, it was a 
rise which affected not merely these articles 
which suffered the effects of a disturbed com- 
merce, but the simplest articles of domestic 
production. ‘The cost of wheat was tripled, 
and beef and mutton sold by the pound at: 
double the price they brought before the break- 
ing oat of the war, Still, this was with an ac- 
tual depreciation ef currency, as Mr. Tooxs 
says, of not more thaa twenty-five per cent, 
Our own depreciation must be still less. Gold 
‘with ue has: ceased*to be a standard of 
value. It has become an article of traffic, 
and is governed by all laws which govern the 
sale of merchandise, It rises and falls with the 
fluctuations of ‘the market. It is bought, 
not to be hearded or: tobe used, bat’ 
to be sold again. This was tot the case in 
England. Rising gradually ead naturally, un- 
disturbed by the excitements of speculation, 
the price of gold formed; what it cannot 
with us, a standard by which to measure the 
depreciation of the currency. | Judging from 
the standard thus given to us, the actual de- 
preciation which has taken place in our cur- 
reacy is not more than twenty per cent. The 
purchasing power of our money is much 
greater than this, in a large number of arti-. 
cles. If the war continues, all these, however, | 
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different directions which it bas taken, may be 
‘pretty acctrately traced in the epithets ap- 
plied at the different stages of the progress of 
events, The past two years bave, formed no 
exception fo thid rule. Let us look a little at 
their liistory from this point of view. 

Among the rebels we netice rather a paucity 
of the epithets which characterize. . Their 
poverty of invention’ exhibits itself clearly 
here. They have called us Abolitionists ; 
probably, because that was the worst thing 
they could ‘think of, and they had become 
habituated (o using it againet their adversaries 
in previous political and even personal con- 
test. They have also called us Unionists. and 
Lineolnites ; but here their inventive powers 
were pretty much exhausted, and they have 
had to fall back upon ordinary billingegaté 
and call us thieves, savages, brutes, hyenas, 
fiends, and the like. 

At the North, too, there have been in con- 
stant use fromthe first, epithets expressing 
the aspect which the rebellion has borne to 
us. .We have called our opponents generally 
Rebels, and this very epithet of oure hes been 
a source of strength to us.. It. carried 
moral weight with it, Not but that there 
have been brave and true men in history, who 
were rebels. But history has not given them 
that epithet permanently. She has generally 
applied it not to her favorites, but to those 
whose company good men would avoid. 

The epithet has’ also been in 
constant use. too, was a characteriza- 
tion. I¢ touched one of the important polats 
in thé controversy, and ‘we have applied it 
not only to the rebels, but with equal per- 
tinency to their Northern. sympathizers. Ia 
fact, it bas been chiefly against these that the 
fire of epithets has been directed. At the 
outset they were sometimes designated as 
conditional Unionists. Thieg name marked 
the early stage of the contest, befure the lines 
were drawn, when yet policies were unde- 
fined and the conflict had not assumed its 
present vest proportions. That ferm has 
pretty acarly passed out of use. It marked a 
period of transition, and with that period is in 
great measure passed away. 

Thea the epithet of Skedadéiers arose: It 
came from the far West, but had its popular 
application in the carly struggle in Virginia, 
before the rebels had fought themselves into 
steadiness, and their frpquent retreats woe 
them this contemptuous title. But whea 
questions arese eamohg ourselves as to the 
draft, we transferred it almost entirely to that 


country's call, who became afflicted with all 
sorte of diseases and “ pangs unfelt before,” 
whe all at once found important business 
abroad, or intimate in Canada. And 
along the Northern tine, after one stout young 
fellow was caught trying to get away in his 
sister’s crinoline, these partice were divided 
into skedaddiers and she-daddiers. These 
epithets, too, have pretty much passed into 
history.. They mark the period of the draft, 
Copperhead is the term which characterizes 
the present period. Its use shows the in- 
‘creased ‘Intensity of the struggle. The sly 
and slimy courses. which the rebel sympa- 
thizers bave adopted to assail the cause of 
the Union—the vendmous zeal with which 
shor .Rave leet no opportunity to strike’ their 
fangs into Government credit and Govern-- 
ment measures—these are fitly embraced in [ 
the term, and it has been the very aptnessof 
the epithet which has given it existence, and 
will make it through future history an epithet 
which will cast light: upon the feelings and 
passions which pervade this present hour. 
It is a chance if ‘this term does not: shortly 
undergo a modification. . It is from among 
the Copperbeads that fle recent demonstra- 
tions toward peace bave: arisen,for which 
reason they have also been called Peace- 
Secesh—Peace-at-any-price-men, &c.; and | 
‘when in the New-Jersey Legislature one of 
them introduced resolutions appointing three 


mond, some loyal man, a ‘shipbuilder evi- | 





ecs- | formed on everything relating to ‘the-scl- - Commpenos pe 
Dende of Government’ and’ the 


| téokeariing' asa Meerdture:” —“s 
wee mtr Sn mt Sten 











Poval ye? 
i isedion > atid 


lomper © twa ywitit 


’ anew ip Mad ovig ot ' py Ye 


ft) 
| 


Satara ro or sean A 





ay, be, suite ane 
ciclo ae len anh 


end | 





" ; Sed 
+ Betyobs pias Gar s¢ ase agobaiy | oF taman 
copebRvcn Giw stigiothes fade 


goilwatbere “eae wi ten a sold i fusestg 


2 
$M [| ttering 0 


set. of poltreens who tried to evade their |. 


Copperheads, or peace commissioners to Rich- | 


deatly, diegueted with such poliroonery, and | Soon 
prin ont Wd ot rds nad 
suggested an ; 


———— bot ae 


bs a 
morte s great f° 
Dee ie 2 
{ } 


RR .OD mit 


Se en Seer eey gerne eee 
™ 


overw majority of its members. ‘Pre-" 
posterous, indeed, would it be, were ihe King 
and bis’ sérvile tools ‘suffered (6 escape thus 
easily from the consequences of their acts, In. 
raising taxes without legislative authority, in | 
‘attempting to intimidate public opinion, and in 


sentatives — especially as “they niean ‘to 
repeat all these outrages in the. future, 
if. they secure. immunity. from, panishment 
‘by this “act of indemnity. How utterly an- 
worthy of such immunity both monarch and: 
ministers are, has been shown by the fact that,. 
“when’ You Bismanx became aware of the 
nature of the address which the Second Cham- 
ber bad. prepared for presentation (o the King, 
he tried to force tem to miodily it by waruing 
them that“ there was a limit to which the 
King could listen, to.” ‘The only ground of 
objection to the address’ was, that it described 
in inappropriate terms those very offences for 
which. he. had, been soliciting the “retro- 
spéctive’ approbation” Of the Deputies. It 
did not even .acouse the crown of com- 
| plicity;. with, fhe. misdeeds of , Ministers! 
In exonerating the King, however, from all 
pie arate for the acts of his Ministers, the 

of the address have dealt too teaderly 
sree iat As long asa king maintains the 
neutral position of a constitu monarch, 
itewould be unjdat te hold him accountable 
for the conduct of a Government over whose 
proceedings he exercises: no. control, and 
which can at any mMomeat be hurled from 
} power by the’ Legislatare, Bet when a sov- 
.ereign from. this. position, and. 
‘assumes the leadetshto of & political party 
whe are enemies of ‘public ‘iberty, he foricits 
aliciaim (o that consideration, and can no 
more use asa shield the maxim that “the 
Kiag can do no wrong." Wurm has di- 
vested. himself of (he neutrality of a conati- 
tational monarch, to become the Corypheus 
of an anti-nativnal faction, and though cour- 
tesy. prompted his Parliameat to draw a dis- 
tinction between him and his Ministers, he is 
not the less a party te the acts which have all 
but ruined them,and must share their odium. 
Wittiam is, in fact, a martinet who loathes 
constitutionalism, and would fain dispense 
with its fetiera, and govern his kingdom as 
he-~would a camp Ia attempting to’ realize 
this crochet, he has done incalculable mischief 
to Prussia and his dynasty—has outraged the 
rights of the people and the people's represen- 
tativee—has threatened the peace and de- 
stroyed the ‘po prestige of the mon- 
archy, and haa | deadly wounds on the 
common interests of all Germany. 

Though to the Atalians belongs the glory of 
having made the first successful effort to 
carry out the idea of: national reunion, yet, 
in Germany there have long been men whose 
day dreams were of-a united Fatherland, whe 
latterly imagined that Prussia would prove 
another Piedmont, and her king a second 
Vicron Emanuat, and who fancied that the 
time was appreaching when the thirty petty 
tyrants that divided and oppressed their mag- 
nificent country would be swept out of exist- 
ence. They dreamed that the vast and popu- 
tous territory ef the Teuton might be consoli- 
dated, under the hegemony of Wit.tam, into a 
great constitutional monarchy, which would 


on the European continent, and hold in its hand 
the destinies of Eastern Christendom. But the 
| recent apostacy of the Brandenburger from 
bis allegiance to the Prussian Constitution 
has dissipated this vision, and blasted the 
hopes of Germany, which prefers to remain 
under the sway of her horde of hereditary 
rulers, rather than trust herself to the mercy 
of a monarch, who hes given such manifesta- 
tions of perfidy, and betrayed sach a. disposi- 
tion to reéstabiish absolutism in fis démin 
ona, The misdeeds’ of Wrtraw have read- 

ered German unity more than ever impracii- | 
cable, by the destruction of alt confidence ia 
Prussi@ and limeeif: 
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mediccrity—this hatred of superiority, or 
anything looking: like superiority—this desire to 
“ strike an average” everywhere, was tot cénfined 
to politics ; it extended to thie most absuri social 
details, and if it did not sueceed in making a dead 
level of art, science and literature also, the cause 
may be. traced. to various..subtile influences, the 
diseuasion of whic here would involve two long 


‘such pursuits, however it thay afterwards be rati- 
fied by them, ‘caiihiot, tn the nature of things, be 
firet given by the people, scarcely even by a class 
of experts in this country alone.) , 

When superiority ceased to be a passport te 
Popular favor, the best'inen of the rising genera- 
tion were naturally diverted from pub'ic life ; 
the progress of those already on Waailics wes 
checked, and as the old leaders died owt, au in- 
terior class took their places. But®these, in vheis 
turn, as the prominent, became obnoxious‘ to pop- 
vlar envy. and thus the standard of statesman- 
ship became doubly and trebly lowered. Not only 
were the most popular and successful candi- 
dates to be found among the second or third class 
of public men, but. the first class was not 
higher than the. second or third: class 
of former geterations, and when any mem- 
ber of it did by some accident obtain an import- 
ant position, he was as likely as not to prove » 
failure. Such was the dearth of statesmen that 
when, on the wreck of old political organizations, 
the Republicun party arose, strong in‘ its new 
creed, and in the masses of honest. and, patriotic 
young men who supported it, it was all’at sea for 
the wantef a great ruling spirit, The powerful 
body had no head. (Here it may be objected - 
“ Bat the Confederate leaders have shown ability ; 
therefore if you. deny ability to our public men, 
slavery isa betier netse of public. merit thag 
freedom.” And this & what some of the English 
phito-secession writers say. Bui L uphesitating|y 


P refuee to adit that the Confederates hive showa 


great political ability, They have beaten us in 
domestic and foreign intrigue, which is rather tie 
characteristic of a semi-barbarous people, Their 
Generals have fought pretty well’ with the advan- 
tages of eight years’ preparation. in gdvance, 
aud interior lines to operate” uapori: ’ Thus 
they..show some dexterity in two spe- 
cies of destructive ° action. But construct- 
twe talent, which is the great quality and test of 
statesmanship, they have ‘given no evidence of 
possessing. Their so-calleu Government, founded 
on mutual desolation, is only kept together by the 
outside pressure of war, and if it were “recog- 
nized” by evetybody to-morrow, would goon re 
quire a reapplication of the same pressure to kvep 
it from falling apart. Davis substantiatty admits 
thie in hie recent. speeches; he also admits that 
the conflict has assumed proportions beyond hie 
calculations, thus acknowledging the faiiure of 
his coup @état, English writers persist'in saying 
Usat the rebellion is a success so long as. it is un- 
sabdued. I maintain that thus fer it iv é failure, 
for thus far it has failed. to accomplish, its priaci- 
pal object and has been disappointed in its princi- 
pel expectations. Its first and main. object was 
to get possession of Washington and all the Border 


| States. It-has not takex Washington and has on 


ly got one-half of one of thove States: Its expe» 
tations were : first, that the North. would not at- 
tempt (o resist it ; second, that if resistance were 

it would-be insignificant and ipeffectc- 
al; third, that if the Government did stitceed is 
starting a serious war, England and France would 
speedily interfere and stop it, Each ‘seccessive 
stage of their hope has been digappointed, and stilt 
there are Anglo-Saxon men who talk of Pa vis as 
if be were Cassar ot Naroteons,]} 


There ie no necessity to adopt, the. Buckleian 
theory that intellect and knowledge are the only 
sources of progress, - Indeed, the whole sociologi- 
cal dispute about mind and morals, is very analo 
gous to. the theological one about feiih and works. 
We want 66th mind and morais to advauce a na- 
tion. Even ordinary products of mechunical ski} 
iastrate this on a smatl scale. Is is noi coourh 
that the-engineer of a locomotive shoald uncer. 
ptand his business or keep sober; he should de 
both.» And.the more artistic and complicated the 
political machine, wie more necessity tor both 
talent and virtue .in .the driver. Our, mistortune 
was, (hat we trusied too much to the machine. We 
‘thought anybody cou'!d rup it, Or that jt would run 
Of itself. - This waw a positive source of yrat fica- 
tion to the popular vanity, ft, ‘Aickled the ewver- 
age citizen to be able to’ say to trimoelt : * Well, 
our Gevernor, or Senator, of Président, is 00. so 
muéh more oF s man than Lam. I thing I could 
give him a wrinkle or two.” It encouraged und 
‘¢Ohaoled the’ rich or the learned man tw'the exc:a- 
sive pursuit. of bis particular business, or tho ind 

of hie particutar kind of idleness, to re- 

fect : “ The men who. me_are my inferiors 

‘in respects, that I can look down upon 

“ahem, rather than. upto them.” “Thos we went 

forgetting that no people ever became or re- 
mained great, withont. great mids to lead them. 
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Paley mi pene W asmineros, Saturday, Feb. 21. ) 1) IRVES, VUE “ ut : . 
Pi ; NO DISASTER AT PORT HUDSON. tpg 8. nots 
‘Re made of any kind of wood, but of ares The War Department denies having besetwed » i f, , f . > v ? . , ad 1 
ate in ony way. Tho humanities and NAn} intormation of @ disaster to our forces at Pott ty, NERO Rt ae - 
44. Mearuiing were a most superfiuous foundation fer a | Hudson. LIC, I : 
public man. Persons of limited education were 4 COMMAND FOR GEN. FREMONT. ! RS, Bi ' ! Donst: ) 
rather preferred. Now, though military science It seems to be settied that Gen, Fexuour will have n DOM 2 : 
lone will not make a great general, still, thorough | a command. HER ret; 1 
knowledge of his profession is essential to one. GEN. BUTLER. i PRODUCED 
It has been too clearly proved that a successful Gen. Burian was offered the command ef the ex- Ly ‘ 
stump-speaker or ward politician, even though & | petition agatast Vicksburgh, with power to organize ~ me... -% & - 
_ patriotic ‘and brave man, is not necessarily fit to b negro troops, but. preferred 10 féiure to the Gull. ‘ ~ geen begin unre w Sw hymns, \ 
commend an army, or even a regiment, Sed ex- . teeth. dom vem re : 


perience having shown us that generalship does 
motaltogether “come by nature,” like Dogberry's 
veading and writing, the principle thus of neces- 
ity admitted in. one important department of 
public service, may possibly be extended to others, 
For instance, we tay hope that at no very dis- 
‘tant day our diplomats will (like. those of every 
thet civilized country) be subjected to some 
“special preparatory training, and that we ‘shall 
hesitate to pluage a man from the back woods into 
«a foreign Court, metely because a foreign appoint- 
«ment is considered “ duc” to his particylar State. 
Closely connected with this lesson is another ; 
that of modesty. Our national conceit had grown 
‘evond all bounds. It is worthy of remark that 
this exuberant satis‘action with the present and 
-eanguineness for the future was never ¢haracter- 
istic of the bes: informed, most serious and most 
-cosmopolite thinkers in the:country—tsoee class- 
es who might be said to form the arstocracy of 
‘intellect, education and refinement, They were, 
if anythiug, rather too despondent, aid too much 
Misposed to underrate our legitimat) sources of 
pride and self-complacency. It wa the. vice of 
*the masses and their political leaden. Certainly, 
as @ nation, we bad’ much to be “peed of in the 
general diffusion of rudimental edupstion, nation- 
-al comfort and personal freedom,And our unex- 
ampled physica! growth. But w/ chose also to 
tbe proud of. many things that should rather 
have been ashamed of. We argproud of out de- 
ficiency in various. luxuries of Civilized life and 
‘various emenities of social Autercourse, We 
‘were proud, of being tyablesome heigh- 
bors and becoming objecy of apprehension 
abroad. We were proud of tr’mpling on principles 
-and precedents when it syted us, We were ac- 
vtually proud,ot being govefed by inferior rulers 
and dishonest subordinaps.. Gur conduct was 
like that of the foolish padigal, who, becaure he 
is rich, young and healpy, thinks himeelf enti- 
itled to indiige in all ner of excesses, and 
mistakes fer honorably reputation the notoriety 
wcquired by bis freak#, We imagined ourselves 
some. hiag but tittie les then omnipotent. Never 
‘was this arrogance ‘mire conspicuous than at the 
opening of the fesriu | strugglé in which we are 
Mow. entangled. | leaders threate 
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THE CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL, 

The. Benate’s disagreement to the report of the 
Conference Committee on the Civil Appropriation 
bill, wae caused by the mileage question ; the report 
of the Committee giving to the Pacific Siates ouly 
$3,000, end to ho others over $1,000, 

On the protest of the Senators from California and 
Oregoa, and some others, the report was disagreed to, 
and a new Committee asked, The same report gave 
the. Agricultural Department aa appropriation of 
$90,009. 

TAX UPON GOVERNMENT SECURITIES. 

A.case of vital importance to badking and other 
corporations, ar well as to caplialists, will be tried la 
the Supreme Court of ‘the United Statesion Moudav. 
The qoestion at isgue is thé right of (States, to 
tax Government securities. The.banks of New-York 
City, in.particular, have shown their loyalty by lead- 
ing the Government their capital, which has tyus be- 
come invested. in its securities, and are thus partice- 
lariy interested in the decision of the Court, ‘The 
case to he tried, and upon which some thirty othere 
ot the same character depend, is that of the Bank of 
the Commonwealth, of New-York; of «hich Hon, 
Epwacp Hatont, M, C,, is President. “Tots Bank nas 
contested a sult brourht by the City of New-York, in 
dehalfoft the State, since the year 1657, and it ts now 
to be decided by the highest Court in the Uaited 
States. The Government are en muon interested tn 
the matter, that Hon. Eowasp Daras, Atrorney-Gen- 
eral, has wade a motive that the case be tried os the 
day above stated. Eminent: counsel, well known 
throughout the Unien, are retained by the contestants, 
among which, of behaif of the Bank of the Common- 
wealth, are fon. Arsxanpaa W. Baaproan, Ex-Sarro- 
gate of thé City of New-York, and Lavine Pacts, 
Esq., and of behalf of the City, Hon, Jauas T. Daanr. 

A MILITARY OMNIBUS BILL. 

The Hours Military Committee Will boon report aa 
Omnibus bill, with various provisions, among which 
ts one for the more effective punishment of spies, 
and adother for the mountiag of certain Western in- 
fantry regiments; te be used in husiing down the 
guerriiias, 

COAL AKD IRON YS. SLAVERY. 

In Me. Teoma’ reply te Mr. Mar recently ta the 
House, (bottl’ members from Maryland,) be stated 
that the coal and iron Interest of bis District (Cum- 
berland) was greater than the stave interest of ni! 
Marylaed. The remark conveyed « volume of prac- 

‘tical truth, and was productive of « good deal of sen- 
saion at the time and suggestive of refiection after- 
ward, 
m te Somane a ALLOWED TO CARRY POWDER. 


“The House Military Committee have authorised 
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